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SUBJECT: ALLEGATIONS OF USG INVOLVEMENT IN U THANT AFFAIR 
REF: (A) BANGKOK 19255 (B) RANGOON 3279 

1, OVER THE PAST SEVERAL DAYS, WE HAVE RECEIVED VARIOUS REPORTS 
THAT ELEMENTS OF THE BSPP AND THE MILITARY ARE ASSERTING THAT THE 
"AMERICAN EMBASSY" OR THE "CIA" HAD IN SOME FASHION PROVOKED THE 
U THANT AFFAIR AND PRODDED THE STUDENTS ON. THE SOURCES WERE TWO 
SENIOR FSL'S WHO HAVE REPORTED RELIABLY IN THE PAST. IN ONE IN 
STANCE, AN FSL WAS TOLD BY HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW, A BURMA ARMY 
OFFICER. THAT SOME OF HIS COLLEAGUES BELIEVED THE USG WAS BEHIND 
THE AGITATION THAT AROSE AROUND THE U THANT ISSUE. A CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE MEMBER OF THE BSPP TOLD THE SAME FSL THAT AT LAST WEEKS 
MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE, THERE WAS SOME CORRIDOR CONVERSATION 
THAT THE USG WAS SUPPORTING ONE SECTOR OF THE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS. 
THIS THESIS WAS EMBELLISHED WITH THE ADDITIONAL ASSERTION THAT THE 
PRC WAS ALSO INVOLVED, SUPPORTING A DIFFERENT SECTOR. FINALLY. A 
UNIVERSITY STUDENT WHO WAS ENGAGED IN THE CAMPUS ACTIVITY TOLD 
THE OTHER FSL THAT CAMPUS LEADERS WERE CLAIMING THAT THEIR 
MOVEMENT HAD RECEIVED FINANCIAL AND OTHER MATERIAL SUPPORT FROM 
FOREIGN MISSIONS IN RANGOON, ESPECIALLY THE AMERICAN AND CHINESE. 
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ABOUT THESE RUMORS, STATED THAT HE HAD HEARD NONE WITHIN THE GUB. 
HE UNDERSTOOD. HOWEVER, THAT A UNIVERSITY STUDENT HAD CLAIMED 
PUBLICLY THAT THE STUDENTS RECEIVED A DONATION OF K 1 0,000 (US 
$2,000) FROM THE US EMBASSY. HE ADDED THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE GUB 
AUTHORITIES WOULD TAKE SUCH TALES SERIOUSLY. 

3. LUDICROUS AS THESE STORIES MAY SEEM, THEY ILLUSTRATE THE 
KIND OF THOUGHT PATTERN WHICH CHARACTERIZES SOME SENIOR MEMBERS 
OF REGIME: U THANT - FRIEND OF U NU - LIVES IN U.S. - BODY 
BROUGHT BACK FROM U.S. ON U.S. COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT - HIS BROTHER 
U KHANT HAS EMBOFF AND FSL FRIENDS. THUS, GIVEN THE PROCLIVITY 
WITHIN THE GUB TO FIND FOREIGN DEVILS AS THE CAUSE OF DOMESTIC 
TROUBLES, THESE TALES COULD GAIN CREDENCE AMONG SOME OFFICIALS 
ALTHOUGH AMONG THE GENERAL POPULACE. THEY ARE DISMISSED AS EFFORTS 
ON THE PART OF THE GUB TO FIND SCAPEGOATS. (THESE WHO DO BELIEVE 
THE STORY WILL THINK WELL OF US FOR IT.) IN VIEW OF OUR PREVIOUS 
INFORMATION THAT NE WIN HARBORS SUSPICIONS ABOUT USG POLICY TO- 
WARD HIS REGIME, (REFTELS) THESE LATEST ALLEGATIONS OF US IN- 
VOLVEMENT IN AN INTERNAL CRISIS MAY FUEL HIS SUSPICIONS AND 
EVENTUALLY REFLECT UPON SOME ASPECT OF GUB-USG RELATIONS. 

LACEY 
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